
 

Adventures in Tanzania 
Why am I here? 

October 2014 Report from Rebecca Laarman- Haven of Peace Academy 

Monthly $ Support ($1600/mth need) 86% 
Prayer support (100 goal) 54% 

 

Wish List: 
Curtains (6@$30ea): $180 

Recover chair cushions (16 @$20ea): $320 
Cooking pots (for teaching cooking): $120 

Silverware (enough for large group): $60 
Mosquito Net: $60 

Bar stools (6@$30ea): $180 
Speakers for TV (TV has blown speakers): $150 

Stove (already have-making payments): $250 
Bed (already have- making payments): $400 
Sofa (already have- making payments): $150 

Chairs (already have-making payments): $80 
Tv (Already have- making payments): $75 

Canon 70-200 2.8 IS: $2500 
2 Canon T3i kits: $600ea 

To financial support: 
www.teachbeyond.org/donate acct. #40270 

Support Update 
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This weekend, I posted a blog post about my new home. I 
shared what a blessing it has been to be in my new home 
and some of the great things that are happening because 
of it (www.rebeccalaarman.wordpress.com/home). I 
posted it to Facebook then a friend commented on it and 
brought me to tears, “I am a staff spouse at HOPAC and I 
could literally write my own blog just about the amazing 
ministry Rebecca is doing with the students at HOPAC. She 
is meeting so many needs of students - love, affirmation, 
challenge, discipleship, care, encouragement...please 
help her continue this important work!” Wow… she hit the 
nail on the head. THIS is why I am here.  
 

In May I introduced you to “Sarah”. Sarah is taking a gap 
year so we have been able to spend more time together. I 
asked Sarah to share with you why she feels it is important 
for me to be at HOPAC and how my being here has 
affected her and her classmates: 
 

Now a graduate from HOPAC, I can easily look back and say 
I could not have gone through my last year of high school 
without Miss Laarman by my side. I don’t need to say how 
stressful 12th grade is for seniors. You can imagine what type 
of year my classmates and I had: Pre exam pressure, exam 
pressure itself, results anxiety, university applications, and 
change anxiety are some of the most common issues my 
classmates and I went through last year. We were all going 
through a rough time but little did we know God had a plan 
and he was sending his angel Ms Laarman to come through 
to us.  
 

When she entered our homeroom at first we thought “great 
another new teacher” and expected her to judge us already 
for, I have to admit, at first we don’t look like the pleasant 
bunch we are; however, we were so wrong. She did not 
judge but did the complete opposite- expressed 
unconditional love.  Our school theme of the year was 
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Prayer requests  
Thank you for joining me in prayer for the 
following: 
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“Crazy Love” and that is exactly what she showed us, the 
crazy love she has for us and crazy love God was 
showering on us with having her at HOPAC.  
 
She makes it her job to personally know us as individuals 
and help us get through the year no matter the issue. She 
was introduced to us as the new Life Skills teacher but to 
us she became that and more: a teacher, an advice 
counselor (academically or spiritually), a chaplain, and a 
friend. The key word there is friend, for she never made 
it feel like she was there for us because it was her job but 
rather showed genuine love to the point where we took 
her in as a friend over everything.  She is the person that 
has great faith in you even if you have lost that hope in 
yourself a long time ago. She sees the best in each one of 
us, and brings it out too. 
 

She held our hand through our senior year and guided 
us to reach were we are now. Never did she leave us 
stranded and made sure we reached our full potential.  
 

Personally my journey with her still continues even as a 
graduate. She still continues to impact my life in great 
ways. I remember when I first met her she took interest in 
all us and asked us personally what our future plans were 
in uni and life just as any teacher; however, she made an 
extra step to follow up to be sure we are on the right 
track to those future plans and goals we set for ourselves. 
Even as a graduate wanting to do film after my gap year, 
she is always making sure my gap year is not waste but 
I’m doing something that will help me get into a film 
school. 
 

Sarah has influenced my life here in Dar more than 
anyone to this point. As much as she says I helped her 
and her classmates, she has helped me. Helped me 
find my place at HOPAC. Showed me the need our 
students have to have someone believe in them, 
encourage them, be their advocate. She continues to 
teach me about life as a Tanzanian teen. I am forever 
grateful this amazing girl let me into her life and in 
doing so ignited my passion for helping my students 
and gave me focus for my purpose here. I am thankful 
God placed her in my life to not only be my student but 
a little sister. I can’t wait to see what God does in her 
life and the lives of her classmates. As one of my co-
workers reminded me this week, it just takes one 
person to show God’s love to change a person’s life. 
 

 

Wisdom as Mr. Rustad and I help 
students find the right university for 
them academically, financially, 
spiritually, and socially. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Starting the Young Adult group was 
postponed because of God’s Tribe 
move to a new venue. We are now 
very near a local university! So much 
potential for this group. Pray for the 
leadership of this group as we 
determine the best way forward.  

Life changing conversations are 
happening in my new place! I am 
starting a discipleship for 10 of my 
G12 girls. Pray we can go deep and 
really challenge each other to live a 
life that reflects Christ in all they do. 

Mailing Address:  
Rebecca Laarman 
C/O Haven or Peace Academy 
P.O. Box 70027 
Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania  
 

Email: rlaarman@teachbeyond.org 
 

Blog: www.rebeccalaarman.wordpress.com 
 

4. 
Pray I can live life without fear and 
fully trust God for provision and safety 
for myself, my students, and friends. 
With financial stress, diseases such as 
Ebola, crime, among many other 
things, it is easy to get worried and 
hold too tightly that which I should be 
giving to God. 


