
 

Adventures in Tanzania 
Home 

APRIL 2015 Report from Rebecca Laarman- Haven of Peace Academy 

Monthly $ Support ($1600/mth need) 50% 
Prayer support (100 goal) 54% 

 

Wish List: 
Recover chair cushions (16 @$20ea): $320 

Mosquito Net: $60 
Bar stools (6@$30ea): $180 

Bed (already have- making payments): $400 
Sofa (already have- making payments): $150 
Chairs (already have-making payments): $80 

Sewing Machine: $100 
Printer: $100 

Canon 70-200 2.8 IS: $2500 
2 Canon T3i kits: $600ea 
To financially support: 

www.teachbeyond.org/donate acct. #40270 
To prayerfully support: 

Email: rlaarman@teachbeyond.org to be added to 
the email list 

Support Update 
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I now have two homes. The United States and Tanzania. 
My students call my house home. “I’m coming home 
after school for pizza”. They are referring to my house 
not their own. I love it! It was my goal a year ago to 
create this safe space they could call home.  

But what makes a place home? For me it is the people. 
A place of belonging. A place I feel needed and 
wanted. A place God has embedded in my heart so 
deeply I can’t imagine life outside of Tanzania. I can’t 
imagine saying good-bye to my students, my friends… 
they have all become family.  

At Christmas time, I had my students over for a 
Christmas dinner and was explaining to them my 
familys’ Christmas traditions. As I was explaining, I 
started to cry. This was the first time in my life I would not 
be with my family in the US for Christmas. My students all 
came around me and emphatically stated, “We are 
your family now.” It was true. I am so blessed to have a 
large adopted family here.  

With the threat of Ebola in the fall and terrorist attacks in 
neighboring Kenya, I find myself on my knees not only 
praying for safety in Tanzania and for the people I love 
here but also praying I won’t be forced to leave. The 
thought of looking my kids in the eye and saying I have 
to leave while they deal with such turmoil kills me.   

Because of the family God has blessed me with here, I 
am encouraged and supported in the ministry he has 
called me to here. Almost weekly, someone is saying, 
“you need to stay for a long time. Your work isn’t done 
here.” “The teens of Dar es Salaam need you.” “You 
are the glue that holds the class together.” “I was 
concerned for my child, but after they talked to you 
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Prayer requests  
Thank you for joining me in prayer for the 
following: 
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their demeanor changed. Thank you for being there 
for him”.  A G11 student asked when I was going 
home. I said this summer knowing that would be my 
next visit. They almost started crying. They thought I 
was going home for good. I quickly reassured them I 
wouldn’t miss their senior year. Relieved, she said, “I 
don’t think I could get through my senior year 
without you.” 

From Grade 11 admission interviews through 
Graduation day, I walk along side 36 students per 
class as they figure out God’s next steps for their life. 
Through orientation, bonding trips, lifeskills classes, 
interest inventories, college searches, college 
applications, college acceptances- and rejections. 
Struggling through classes, friend dynamics, and just 
figuring out life as a teenager. I am privileged to be 
their teacher, friend, sister, and -- as much as I hate 
to admit I’m old enough -- even their mom. Above 
all I am their cheerleader, encourager, prayer 
warrior, and mentor. 

A year ago I wrote how I hadn’t made TZ home. I 
was living like I was passing through. I took a step of 
faith to move into a new place. The Lord provided 
all I needed to make it home. It has been a place of 
deep hard conversations, fun games, lots of pizza, a 
few tears, and many celebrations. Thank you for 
your support and donations to make this move 
possible and more fruitful than I could have ever 
imagined. God is faithful.  

Now I step out in another step of faith. I am 
committed to stay in Tanzania until God says its is 
time to leave. In order for that to be possible, I need 
to raise significantly more support. When I first 
approached my fundraising I had no intention of 
staying more than two years so I didn’t look at long-
term sustainability. As you can see by my monthly 
support, I need to raise $800/mth more in support. 
Would your church consider supporting another 
missionary? Would your family consider supporting 
me monthly? Please contact me or visit 
https://give.teachbeyond.org/support/rebeccas-
ministry/  

Please join me in prayer as I talk with individuals and 
churches this summer. 

 

Praise my 2014 Grads are doing well 
and almost finished with their first 
year.  

1. 

2. 

3. 

Class of 2015 have mostly decided 
where they will be going to 
university this year. I have a few on 
wait lists that are anxiously awaiting 

From the beginning of March til I get 
on the plane back to the US the 
end of June is a very busy and 
exciting time. Please pray I can stay 
healthy, focused and have the 
energy I need to support my 
students the way they need me to. 

Mailing Address:  
Rebecca Laarman 
C/O Haven or Peace Academy 
P.O. Box 70027 
Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania  
 

Email: rlaarman@teachbeyond.org 
 

Blog: www.rebeccalaarman.wordpress.com 
 

4. 
Support raising is very intimidating 
and overwhelming for me. Please 
pray I will move forward in 
confidence knowing God has 
prepared hearts for hearing and 
supporting His ministry through me 
at HOPAC and in Dar es Salaam. 
And that He will amaze me again in 
His provision so that finances won’t 
be a distraction to His work.  


